
PITTSBURGH SECTION

Fall Kickoff and Life Member
Recognition Banquet

LeMont  |  Pittsburgh, PA

October 3, 2019
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Program of Events

5:15  Social Hour

6:15	 	 Introduction	&	Opening	Remarks
  Patrick Sullivan, P.E.
  Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
  ASCE Region 2 Governor

6:30	 	 Keynote	Speaker
  Beth Dutton
  Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority

7:00	 	 Dinner

7:45	-	8:00	 Presentation	of	Life	Memberships
  Patrick Sullivan, P.E.
  Alma Rettinger, P.E.

	 	 University	Presentations
  Introduction - Patrick Sullivan, P.E.

8:55	 	 Closing	Remarks
  Patrick Sullivan, P.E.

PITTSBURGH SECTION
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Special Thanks to the 2019
Fall Kickoff and Life Member

Recognition Banquet Sponsors
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Keynote	Speaker	-	Beth	Dutton

Beth Dutton recently came onboard as 
the Senior Group Manager, Stormwater at 
the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority, 
where she is leading PWSA’s newest 
engineering department. The Stormwater 
Group plans, designs, monitors, and 
maintains stormwater-related projects to 
help reduce local flooding and combined 
sewer overflows and improve the water 
quality and health of streams and 
waterways.  

She has collaborated with many Pittsburgh-area stormwater 
professionals over the years in her positions at engineering consulting 
firms and at the environmental non-profit 3 Rivers Wet Weather. 
She knows the value of strong partnerships and persistence to help 
solve our region’s multi-faceted water quality challenges of flooding, 
polluted stormwater, and sewer overflows.   
Beth is the Vice Chair of the Stormwater Committee of the 
Pennsylvania Water Environment Association. She has a Biology 
Degree from the University of Vermont, and a Master’s Degree in 
Public Health from the University of Pittsburgh.   
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Calvin	Boring,	P.E.

2019 Lifetime Members

Calvin Boring graduated from the University of Pittsburgh 
BSCE in 1982. He is a member of ASCE, ASHE, ASBI, ESWP, 
Executive Committee member of IBC and was the General 
Chair in 2014, and Member of Iron Workers Local 3.

Mr. Boring worked for American Bridge Division of USS, 
Century Steel Erectors, American Bridge Company, Abate 
Irwin, Trumbull Corporation, Brayman Construction 
Corporation and Advantage Steel and Construction, LLC 

where he currently serves as Operations Manager.

Q&A
Q: What were your most exciting / enjoyable projects?

A: I visited the New River Gorge Bridge while under construction. This moved me to 
to get my Engineering degree. Upon graduation from Pitt, I chased American Bridge 
for a job. Years later when working for Advantage Steel, we 
were the low bidder on a 2-year maintenance project. It’s 
completed my circle. The second is the Tagus River Bridge in 
Portugal. It was a 7,474 foot suspension bridge. We worked 
on tower extensions, strengthening, and spinning two new 
auxiliary cables while maintaining traffic.

Q: What do you enjoy most about being a Pittsburgh civil 
engineer?

A: After so many years being on the road and working out 
of town, I just enjoy being able to come home at night and 
spend time my family.   
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Fred	Fischer,	Jr.,	P.E.

Mr. Fred Fischer, Jr., P.E. graduated from 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1976 with a 
B.S in Civil Engineering. He began his 38-
year career with the City of Pittsburgh and 
retired in April 2014 as City Manager.

He is currently semi-retired and doing part-
time work for Dynotec, Inc.  He has been 
married to Cathy L. Fischer for 36 years and 
enjoys gardening, boating, camping, and 
relaxing with a glass of Islay Scotch Whiskey.

Q&A
Q: What were your most exciting / enjoyable projects?

A: Brookline Boulevard and Grant Street.

Q: What do you enjoy most about being a Pittsburgh civil engineer?

A: The terrain, various communities, and vibrant Central Business District.

Q: How has ASCE impacted your professional career?

A:  ASCE has kept me updated in the world-wide construction activity like 
nothing else.
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Rodney	S.	Jeannerat,	E.I.T.

Mr. Jeannerat graduated from the University 
of Pittsburgh in 1977 with a BS degree in Civil 
Engineering. At that time, he was employed 
by Bracken Construction as surveyor and 
after that, General Engineering in Clarion as 
a draftsman working on mining permits and 
their other surveying projects.  Another short-
term position was with Pantech Engineering in 
Franklin working with their survey crew.  

Mr. Jeannerat’s next position lasted over 14 
years with the largest surface coal mining firm 

in the Clarion area. With a drafting position, he prepared the state-issued 
permits necessary for continuous mining activity. He also worked with state 
inspectors conducting bond releases to be rolled over for future mining.  

He then worked as an Engineer with a small surveying firm tasked with 
the preparation of the drilling plats and E&S plans for drilling sites. Similar 
permits to the earlier coal mining permits were under his supervision for a 
number of operators in northwestern Pennsylvania.

The next two positions were brief.  He utilized GPS locating water line meters 
and other facilities for Kopko Engineering and filling in for one year with 
the USDA-NRCS office in Clarion working on several water supply designs 
for farmers in northwest Pennsylvania. Another series of projects involved 
manure storage facilities for other farming operations.

Mr. Jeannerat’s present 
employment began in May of 2018 
as a Transportation Construction 
Inspector for PennDOT District 
10.  His major assignment last year 
was inspecting 12 miles of highway 
improvements in the Cook Forest 
area in Clarion County.  This year’s 
major assignment is inspection at 
the new intersection at Routes 322 
and 28 east of Brookville. He has 
also been chosen as Inspector in 
Charge of the guiderail repairs in 
Clarion County. 
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Rodney	S.	Jeannerat,	E.I.T.

Q&A
Q: What were your most exciting / 
enjoyable projects?

A: Designing E&S controls for a 40-well oil 
drilling project in Clarion County.

Q: What do you enjoy most about being a 
Pittsburgh civil engineer?

A: Opportunities to help clients and 
individuals with new construction projects 
throughout western Pennsylvania.

Q: How are you sharing/communicating 
your years of experience with the younger 
engineers in your company?

A: I come into daily contact with younger inspectors and sharing my 
experience and providing encouragement are part of my work with 
PennDOT District 10.

Q: How has ASCE impacted your professional career?

A:  It might be my main source of information for new projects and methods 
for construction design projects.
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John	S.	Prizner,	Jr.,	P.E.,	M.ASCE

A native Pittsburgher, Mr. Prizner graduated in 
1971 from the University of Pittsburgh with a 
BSCE. Upon graduation he received a commission 
as a second lieutenant in the US Army Corps of 
Engineers.

Mr. Prizner initially worked as a bridge engineer 
for Allegheny County Public Works Department, 
Bureau of Engineering and Construction until 
leaving in October 1971 for active duty in the 
Army. While on active duty he served at Ft. 
Belvoir, Virginia and Ft. Wainwright, Alaska. 
In November 1973, Mr. Prizner returned to 
civilian life and his position with Allegheny 

County. However, he wasn’t quite ready to end his Army service just yet. 
He joined the US Army Reserve in January 1974, continuing to serve for 
another 28 years. His military service included a variety of command and 
staff assignments, including two combat engineer battalion commands. He 
retired in 2001 from active Army Reserve status with the rank of Colonel.

Along with his “part-time” Army Reserve career, Mr. Prizner had a full and 
challenging professional civil engineering career spanning 44 years.  While 
his civil engineering career started in Pittsburgh, during the last ten years of 
his full-time employment he also lived and worked in Phoenix, AZ, Seattle, 
WA, Rocky Hill, CT and Los Angeles, CA. 

Mr. Prizner is a registered 
professional engineer in 5 
states. In addition to Allegheny 
County, throughout his 
career he held progressively 
responsible positions with GAI 
Consultants, Port Authority of 
Allegheny County, Frederick 
R. Harris, Inc. (now AECOM), 
Michael Baker Engineers, and 
AECOM. While working in Los 
Angeles for AECOM as a vice 
president and major projects 
senior manager, he decided to retire from full-time employment in 2017. 
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John	S.	Prizner,	Jr.,	P.E.,	M.ASCE

Throughout his career, Mr. Prizner gained extensive experience in the 
planning, design, construction, project and program management of 
transportation and civil engineering projects, including public transit, 
bridges, and highways. His experience includes planning, development, 
and management of capital programs for light rail and bus rapid transit 

systems, tunnels, bridges, highways 
and interchanges, as well as public 
participation programs. 

John has two children (neither one 
decided to become an engineer), 
and two grandsons. John’s son and 
daughter-in-law live in Syracuse, NY.  
John’s daughter, her husband and 
their two boys live in Anacortes, WA.

Q&A
Q: What were your most exciting / enjoyable projects?

A: 1) Port Authority of Allegheny County, North Shore Connector Light Rail 
Transit Extension, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. I was engineering manager 
and later project manager for final design of the $535-million North Shore 
Connector light rail transit project. The project involved extension of the 
then existing light rail system from the Gateway Station via a new bored 
tunnel under the Allegheny River, a cut-and-cover tunnel, and aerial fixed 
guideway segments terminating beyond the Pittsburgh’s professional 
sports stadiums on the North Shore. 2) Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, Regional Connector Transit Corridor, Los Angeles, 
California. I was joint venture project manager for the advanced conceptual 
engineering, preliminary engineering and design support to Metro during 
construction for the $1.3 billion Regional Connector Transit corridor project, 
a cut-and-cover and twin-bored tunnel starting at Seventh/Metro Center 
station in downtown LA to a new Little Tokyo/Arts District underground 
station. The project is scheduled to open for revenue service in 2020. 

Q: What do you enjoy most about being a Pittsburgh civil engineer?

A: During my time working in Pittsburgh, I enjoyed the opportunity 
to participate in advancing transportation engineering projects in the 
Pittsburgh region. I especially enjoyed projects that enhanced mobility for 
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John	S.	Prizner,	Jr.,	P.E.,	M.ASCE

transit dependent riders.

Q: How are you sharing/communicating your years of experience with the 
younger engineers in your company?

A: I have always enjoyed mentoring younger engineers. The older I get, the 
more open I am to mentorship.

Q: How has ASCE impacted your professional career?

A:  My knowledge and understanding of civil engineering topics have been 
enhanced through ASCE presentations and technical publications. This 
became especially significant when, at the age 64, I was studying to take my 
California PE Exam.

North Shore Connector Light Rail Transit Extension Project.
Photo credit: Denmarsh Photography
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Mr. Spaeder graduated from Pennsylvania State 
University with a B.S. in Civil Engineering in 1976 
and a M.S. in Civil Engineering in 1979.

He has been a member and past member ASCE, 
EWRI, A&WMA, ASHE, and AWRA.

Mr. Spaeder first worked at the PA Department 
of Environmental Resources, Bureau of State 
Parks in 1976 as an intern and then joined GAI 
Consultants in 1978 where he remained until 
“semi-retiring” in 2018.

Some of his work highlights include serving as:

• Project Engineer for Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study and 
remedial closure design for Chisman Creek Superfund Site. Client - 
Virginia Power. This was the first fly ash site on the National Priorities 
List.

• Project Engineer for remedial design of closure for the Bruin Lagoon 
Superfund Site. Client - US Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District.  
This was the No. 3 listed site on National Priorities List at the time.

• Project Engineer for the Feasibility Study for the Management of 
Community Generated Hazardous Waste. Client – The Pollution Control 
Department, Kingdom of Thailand.

• Project Manager for storage tank management at Turnpike facilities, 
open-end contracts, 2004 to 2018; PA Turnpike Commission.

• Project engineer/project manager for civil, water and waste 
management projects for numerous power generation, natural gas, 
transportation, industrial and commercial clients.

For the past several years Mr. Spaeder served as Vice President/Sector 
Manager of Civil & Environmental Engineering in GAI’s Energy Business Unit 
overseeing a staff of up to 100+ civil, mechanical, and chemical engineers, 
geologists, environmental specialists, technicians and CADD operators.

Donald	J.	Spaeder,	P.E.
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Craig	L.	Weaver,	P.E.	

Mr. Weaver is a licensed Professional Engineer in 
ten states. He holds a BSCET from the University of 
Pittsburgh at Johnstown and an MBA from Indiana 
University of PA.

He is a past president of the PA Society of 
Professional Engineers and a past president of the 
Altoona Section of ASHE.

He is Vice President and a principal owner at 
The EADS Group, Inc. where he has held various 
positions including design engineer as well as Project 

and Department Manager for structural and highway engineering. 

His honors have included “Young Engineer of the Year” and “President’s 
Dedicated Service Award” from PSPE and “Engineer of the Year” and 
“Distinguished Leadership Award” from the Johnstown Chapter of PSPE. 

As a structural engineer, he has designed bridges, buildings, water and 
wastewater treatment facilities, materials storage structures, and retaining 
walls. For more than thirty years he managed PennDOT, PA Turnpike 
Commission, county and local transportation projects before assuming 
his current role as Chief Financial Officer in 2013. He also oversees the 
company’s ISO 9001 certified quality program.

Q&A
Q: What were your most exciting / enjoyable projects?

A: As a structural engineer I’ve most 
enjoyed the building projects which have 
been widely varied and have offered 
challenges of differing structural materials 
and sometimes unique geometry and 
loading conditions.

But my two most rewarding projects have 
both been highway widening projects 
that each added a center turning lane to 
improve traffic flows through established 
commercial districts. These were a mile and 
a half section of Finley Road in Rostraver 
Township, Westmoreland County and a 
three and a half mile project on SR 601 in 
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Craig	L.	Weaver,	P.E.	

Somerset, PA. I managed both projects and 
was responsible for engineering oversight of 
a team of highway and bridge engineers.

Each project had extensive coordination 
challenges and various engineering aspects 
that went well beyond highway geometrics. 
The most rewarding aspects were working 
with PennDOT, local officials, utility 
companies, railroads, property and business 
owners, and the review and permitting 
agencies to bring about an enhancement 
that ultimately had a beneficial impact for 
many people who travel through these 
areas. Although they were often the reason 
for working long hours and a source of 
frustration, each project also offered a strong 
sense of accomplishment as they came to life 
and were appreciated by the communities.

Q: What do you enjoy most about being a 
Pittsburgh civil engineer?

A: There are many engineering challenges 
in southwestern PA that can’t possibly 
be covered in a four-year engineering 
education. The uniqueness of project sites 
means that the engineer needs to have a 
solid base of knowledge, but he/she needs to 
be able to adapt to conditions that vary from 
one side of the street to the other.

Whether it be selection of the “most appropriate” deep foundation system, 
structural framework materials, or roof structure configuration - there are 
far more differences between projects than there are similarities. “Cookie-
cutter” designs rarely meet project needs and site conditions.

The engineer needs to be enthusiastic about trying new things, studying 
and interpreting building codes, and applying engineering principals in 
new ways. For me, that is what has made my career as an engineer in the 
Pittsburgh area interesting and exciting. My assignments have always been 
filled with new challenges.
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Stephen	Weber,	P.E.

Stephen Weber began his association with 
ASCE as an active student chapter member at 
Iowa State University. He graduated from Iowa 
State in 1976 with a bachelor’s degree in Civil 
Engineering and continued to Northwestern 
University on a Walter P. Murphy Fellowship.

At Northwestern he also became actively 
involved with the student chapter of the 
Institute of Traffic Engineers and earned his 
master’s degree in Civil Engineering in 1978.  
From there he began what became a 37-year 

career at Baltimore County Traffic Engineering. He was promoted to the 
Assistant Traffic Engineer position 7 years after starting his career and then 
in 1993 became the Traffic Engineering Division Chief. It was a rewarding 
career and a challenge working for a County with over 800,000 people – 
covering nearly 700 sq. miles from the PA state line to south of Baltimore 
City (but excluding the City), with the County supplying all local services 
given that there are no incorporated municipalities within that County.

During his career at Baltimore County, he was a member of the Maryland 
Section of ASCE and also a member of the Washington, DC Section of the 
Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), covering Maryland, the District of 
Columbia, and northern Virginia.

Attending Section meetings afforded an invaluable means to get to know 
other engineers working on area projects and to establish a rapport 
outside of the work environment. Steve was also involved in volunteering 
for different committees that provided contact with area universities and 
students and served in a leadership role as Baltimore Area Director.

He also assisted with meetings of the Mid-Colonial District of ITE, which 
provided involvement with other professionals in the Pennsylvania and 
Delaware areas. Steve served as the Job Bank chairman for the Washington, 
DC Section of ITE for 20 years and prior to retiring from Baltimore County, 
Maryland in 2015 he received the Section’s 2014 Transportation Service of 
the Year Award.

Besides being involved with engineering organizations, Steve also 
volunteered in other capacities as a PTA Treasurer for two different schools 
for 10 years (being recognized with an honorary life membership from the 
Maryland Congress of Parents & Teachers) and was instrumental in the 
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Stephen	Weber,	P.E.

formation of the community association within his own neighborhood, 
serving on its Executive Board for 23 years.  He also served in leadership 
capacities at his local church.

He & his wife, Judy, moved to Pittsburgh in 2016 to be closer to his one 
son and family and return to his wife’s home state. Since moving here, 
Steve continues to be involved in volunteer activities with his homeowner’s 
association, World Vision in Aleppo Township, and he started a new role as 
a tax preparer for AARP, assisting seniors and low-income individuals in the 
Pittsburgh area during the winter months.

Providing assistance and 
leadership throughout 
his life has provided 
fulfilling and rewarding 
experiences and the 
involvement with the 
professional organizations 
in his life provided many 
intangible benefits of both 
furthering his own career 
but also allowing him to 
better interact with his 
peers and the numerous 
other professionals 
within the Baltimore and 
Washington, DC areas.

PRESIDENT 
RANDY BROWN, P.E. 

RK&K 
700 East Pratt St. Suite 500 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Phone: 410-462-9187 
Email: president@ascemd.org 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

KRISTIN BARMOY, P.E. 
Hanover Land Services, Inc. 

194 East Main Street 
Westminster, Maryland 21157 

Phone: 717-637-5674 
Email: vicepresident@ascemd.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORS 
CHARLES MITCHELL, P.E. 

ALEX OLLERMAN, P.E. 
MICHAEL PERROTTA, P.E., AICP 
RACHEL SANGREE, PH.D., P.E. 

 

SECRETARY 
KELLY AMBROSE, P.E. 

Whitman, Requardt & Assoc., LLP 
801 South Caroline Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21231 

Phone: 410-864-1064 
Email: secretary@ascemd.org 

 
TREASURER 

ROSANNA LAPLANTE, P.E. 
5303 Village Center Drive  

 Box #221 
Columbia, Maryland 21044 

Phone: 410-396-4700 
Email: treasurer@ascemd.org 

 
 

 

         September 25, 2019 
Mr. Steve Weber, PE 
 
 
Dear Mr. Weber, 
 
The Maryland Section of ASCE wishes to join the Pittsburgh Section in the honoring of your 
achievement of Life Membership in ASCE.  We salute your distinguished thirty-seven-year 
career serving the citizens of Maryland, especially those in Baltimore County.  Serving as the 
Chief of the Division of Traffic Engineering was a critically important role in the service to such 
a rapidly growing county with such diverse needs from the rural areas near the Pennsylvania 
State line to the dense urban areas near Baltimore City. You have been involved in the growth of 
a transportation network ensuring the mobility of our citizens.  You have provided leadership to 
the next generation of traffic engineers.  Thank you for this gift of public service that helps 
sustain our society. 
 
We also applaud your gift of service through ASCE.  You have maintained a continued presence 
in ASCE from your student days at Iowa State University, through your career in Maryland to 
your retirement now in Pennsylvania.  This is evidence of your continued professional 
development but also of your continued service to the profession.  Your leadership and support 
are much appreciated. 
 
We also salute your gift of service and leadership that has extended well beyond ASCE.  
Through professional organizations such as Institute of Traffic Engineers, educational service 
through Parent-Teacher Associations, and local service through community associations, you 
have contributed your time and leadership skills for the betterment of all people.  We understand 
that you continue to serve in your new hometown by providing assistance to seniors and low-
income residents through AARP.  This gift of service is exceptional. 
 
So, on behalf of the Board of the Maryland Section of the American Society of Professional 
Engineers, please accept my congratulations on the achievement of Life Member of ASCE, 
recognizing a distinguished career and an unwavering dedication to fellow man. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Randolph P. Brown, PE 
President, ASCE-MD 
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Robert	Bryant
Peter	Fuscaldo
James	Gidley
Joseph	Keller
John	Pflugh

Raymond	Repko
Michael	Slater
Robert	Snow
Mark	Urbassik

Thank you for your service and 
congratulations on all of your achievements!

Additional 2019 Lifetime Members
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The ASCE	Pittsburgh	Younger	Member	Forum	(YMF) provides an 
opportunity for young civil engineers to become familiar with the civil 
engineering community and get involved in ASCE early in their careers. 
The official age range is 35 and younger, but we welcome all those that 
are young at heart. The YMF allows younger engineers to build their 
professional network, give back to our communities, and interact socially. 
We strive to provide business contacts and create a bridge between the 

Student Chapters and the Section by encouraging students to join ASCE after graduation. In 
addition, the YMF provides younger members with recognition from their profession and 
their peers through awards, publication opportunities, and leadership positions.

The Pittsburgh ASCE YMF strives to foster an atmosphere of professional, social, and personal 
growth by affording young engineers opportunities for success in today’s demanding 
engineering community.

• Next	Meeting:	Thursday, 10 October 2019, 5pm, Threadbare Cider House & Meadery, 
1291 Spring Garden Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15212

• YMF Dinner – December 2019 (details TBA)

• Check out the ASCE-Pittsburgh event calendars for all upcoming events.

President – Max Wallack (max.wallack@gmail.com)
Past Chair – Lauren Dziagwa | President Elect – Ashwin Raana                                          

Secretary – Jayne Marks | Treasurer – Sylvia Sun 

Created by ASCE in October 1996, the Geo-Institute	(G-I) 
combines the talents and perspectives of its members to 
promote the geotechnical profession and enhance career 
development through specialty conferences, journals and 
practice-oriented publications, educational programs, 
networking and coalition building, technical committees and 
task forces and leadership on emerging issues. The over 13,000 

members and 60+ organizational members of G-I include scientists, engineers, technologists 
and organizations interested in improving the environment, mitigating natural hazards, and 
constructing economically engineered facilities.

G-I’s Pittsburgh Chapter hosts numerous events throughout the year. The Chapter strives to 
provide a venue for speakers with topics of interest to members on both a global and local 
scale. The G-I events are also a forum for geotechnical professionals to discuss technical and 
policy issues; they are networking events where peers make contacts and learn more about 
the region’s geo-industry; and they are opportunities for younger professionals to interact 
with some of the more prominent local figures in geotechnical engineering in an informal 
environment.

• Next	Meeting:	24 October 2019, 6pm, Cefalo’s (Carnegie PA). Speaker Dr. Mark Styler 
(A.G.E.S., Inc.): Investigation of Two Recent Tailings Dam Failures

• Check out the ASCE-Pittsburgh event calendars for upcoming events

Chair – Matt Geary, PE (mgeary@cecinc.com)
Vice Chair – Shirley Tang | Past Chair – Greg Braun, PE

Programs Chair – Maria Jaime, PhD, PE and Randall Booker, PE
Treasurer – Brian Tittmann, PE, PG | Asst Treasurer/Secretary – Carolyn Wehner
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Structural	Engineering	Institute	(SEI) is a vibrant, 
20,000 plus community of structural engineers within 
the American Society of Civil Engineers. SEI started on 
October 1, 1996 in order to serve the unique needs of 
the structural engineering community more effectively 
while also being their voice on broader issues that shape 
the entire civil engineering community.

The goal of the Pittsburgh Section of SEI is to support the local structural engineering 
profession in the region. Structural engineering spans a wide variety of project types, 
materials of construction and design criteria. The practicing structural engineer faces a 
daunting task in developing and maintaining a working knowledge of emerging topics and 
fields, in addition to existing information required to solve diverse project requirements.

It is the hope and intent of the SEI to support practicing structural engineers and students 
in this task with Informational Seminars and PDH’s, Networking Opportunities, and Tours of 
Local Construction Sites. SEI also strives to advance the structural engineering profession 
through outreach opportunities. We organize technical sessions and engage in our 
community through outreach programs and local events. Come see what we are all about.

• Next meeting is a teleconference on Wednesday November 6th 

• Upcoming	Event: SEI Higgins Lecture – Structural Stability: Letting the Fundamentals 
Guide Your Judgement 07 November 2019 

• Check out the ASCE-Pittsburgh event calendars for upcoming events.

Chair – John Kennelly (John.Kennelly@hdrinc.com) 
Treasurer – Greg Holdbrook | Members – Linda Kaplan and Sonya Fluornoy

Created in 1999, the Environmental	&	Water	Resources	Institute	
(EWRI) is a civil engineering specialty institute of the ASCE, the 
country’s oldest national engineering society. The vision for the EWRI 
is to be a recognized worldwide leader within ASCE for the integration 
of the technical expertise and public policy into the planning, design, 
construction and operation of environmentally sound and sustainable 
infrastructure impacting air, land, and water resources. The mission of 
the EWRI is to provide for the technical, educational and professional 

needs of its members; promotes the sustainable use, conservation, and protection of natural 
resources; and promotes human well-being.

The EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter was initiated in 2000. The EWRI-Pittsburgh plans activities 
throughout the year to engage members and partner organizations in relevant topics. 
Typically, the EWRI holds 3 to 4 dinner meetings and a one day-long seminar each year. EWRI 
also participates in an annual river cleanup. Dates for these events will be published in the 
ASCE Section newsletter and will be posted on the Section website.

• The next General Body Meeting is in the beginning of October and the fall dinner and 
“tech talk” will be held in early November. 

• Check out the ASCE-Pittsburgh event calendars for upcoming events.

Chair – Ben Briston (bbriston@wadetrim.com) 
Vice Chair – Christina Urbanczyk | Treasurer – Sarah Yeager | Secretary – Cesar Simon 

Outreach Chair – Jason Baguet | Past Chair – Gregory Scott
Past Chair in Absentia – Nur Orak



21

PITTSBURGH SECTION
SMART GOALS

SMART Goals are:

pecific (what? who?)
easurable (how? metric of expected results)
ttainable (reasonable?)
elevant (why?)
imed (when?)

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e

ASCE	Pittsburgh	Section’s	SMART	Goals:
1. Reverse declining membership

• Objective: 10% increase in membership by 2022
2. Increase government engineer memberships and 

participation
• Objective: 10% increase in government engineer members 

and chairs by 2022
3. Energize students to attend ASCE Pittsburgh Section events 

and engage ASCE Pittsburgh YMF after graduation
• Objective: 10% increase in attendance by Students at ASCE 

events and in Student Award Foundation (SAF) scholarships 
applications by 2022. Portion of this SMART Goal is being 
emphasized at the national level by ASCE. 

If you are interested in joining this effort, please reach out to
our Membership Chair, Bill	Trimbath at 

btrimbath@collectiveefforts.com or
President Sam	Shamsi at sam.shamsi@gmail.com

S
M
A
R
T
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Our	Section	By	The	Numbers
We are more than just Pittsburgh - we represent about half the state (46%)!

• Counties = 28

• Municipalities = 1,150

• Population = about 4-million

• About 1800 members

• About 3000 supporters (mailing list)

• CE Schools = 6 (Pitt, CMU, PP, UPJ, Geneva, Slippery Rock)

• Ancillary schools (Engineering / Environmental Management) = 14 (e.g., 
Chatham Univ.)

PITTSBURGH SECTION
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PITTSBURGH SECTION
2019/2020 Roster

OFFICERS
President .................................................................Sam Shamsi, P.E., Ph.D., F.ASCE
President Elect ............................................................................... Jonathan Shimko
Past President .......................................................................Robert W. Dengler, P.E.
Executive Secretary .....................................................................Karen Meuser, P.E.
Treasurer ..................................................................................Michael Krepsik, P.E.

DIRECTORS
Tim Prevost (19-22)
Lauren Dzigwa (19-22)
Djuna Gulliver, Ph.D. (17-20)
Justin Brooks, E.I.T. (18-21)
Alma Rettinger (18-21)

INSTITUTE	CHAIRS
Architectural Engineering ................................................................................ OPEN
Construction .................................................................................................... OPEN
Environmental & Water Resources ................................................. Ben Briston, P.E.
Geotechnical.................................................................................... Matt Geary, P.E.
Structural ..................................................................................... John Kennelly, P.E.
Transportation Development ...................................................... David DiGioia, P.E.

COMMITTEE	CHAIRS
Budget ......................................................................................Michael Krepsik, P.E.
Communications.......................................................................Djuna Gulliver, Ph.D. 
................................................................................................. Linda M. Kaplan, P.E.
Continuing Education ................................................................. Justin Brooks, E.I.T.
Diversity & Inclusion ..........................................................Stephanie Chechak, E.I.T.
Educational Outreach .....................................................................Brian Heinzl, P.E.
Engineers w/o  Borders ...................................................................... Erin Feichtner
History & Heritage ......................................................................... Todd Wilson, P.E.
Government Relations ...................................................................... Greg Scott, P.E.
Membership ..................................................................................Bill Trimbath, P.E.
Nominations .........................................................................Robert W. Dengler, P.E.
Programs ...................................................................................Patrick Sullivan, P.E.
Publicity & Public Relations ....................................................................Jodi Klebick
Section Awards ......................................................................... Coreen Casadei, P.E.
Student Award Foundation ....................................................... Terry L. Downs, P.E.
Sustainability ............................................................................... Tom Batroney, P.E.
Younger Member Forum ...............................................................Max Wallack, P.E.
Blogmaster ...............................................................................Djuna Gulliver, Ph.D.

Bill Trimbath, P.E. (19-22)
Erin Feichtner (18-20)
Stephanie Chechak, E.I.T. (17-20)
Brian Heinzl (18-21)
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Student	Chapters

Faculty	Advisors

University of Pittsburgh Student Chapter 
Anthony Iannacchione, Ph.D.

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown Student Club
Brian Houston, P.E.

Carnegie Mellon University Student Chapter 
Jim Thompson, P.E., Ph.D.

Geneva College Student Club 
OPEN

Point Park University Student Club 
Dan Reed, Ph.D.

Practitioner	Advisors

University of Pittsburgh Student Chapter  
Matt Gilfillan, E.I.T. and Jayne Marks

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown Student Club 
Stephanie Buncich, E.I.T., and Jesse Fresch

Carnegie Mellon University Student Chapter 
Ashwin Ranna, and Sylvia Yunlin Sun, P.E.

Geneva College Student Club 
Erin Feichtner

Point Park University Student Club
Justin Brooks, E.I.T.

Media/Public	Relations	Consultant

Jodi Klebick
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2018 ASCE E-Week Award Recipients
Civil	Engineering	Achievement

Liberty Bridge Project

Award	of	Merit	(Project)
Route 30 Landslide Remediation

Civil	Engineering	Sustainability	Award
Centre & herron Green Stormwater Infrastructure Project

Service	to	the	People	Award
Sandie Egley - Beaver County Commissioner

Journalism	Award
Ed Blazina - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Professor	of	the	Year
Constantine (Costa) Samaras, PhD, LEED, FE 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University

Government	Civil	Engineer	of	the	Year
George Gardner, P.E. 

MSHA

Young	Civil	Engineer	of	the	Year
Sylvia Yunlin Sun, P.E. 

Joseph B. Fay Company

Civil	Engineer	of	the	Year
Dr. David A. Dzombak, PhD, PE, BCEE, DWRE, NAE 

Carnegie Mellon University

Distinguished	Civil	Engineer
William Trimbath, P.E. 
Collective Efforts, LLC

The 2018 Awards were presented at the February 2019 Annual Engineers Week 
Banquet. Remember to submit your nominations for excellence awardees to be 
honored at the 2019 Engineers Week Awards Banquet in February 2020.

Nominations can be e-mailed to Coreen Casadei, P.E. at 
ccasadei@collectiveefforts.com or Alma Rettinger at arettinger@mckimcreed.com.
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PITTSBURGH SECTION
a better world by design

Our Mission
Providing essential value to our members, their careers, our partners, and 

the public by developing leadership, advancing technology, advocating 
lifelong learning, and promoting the profession.

ASCE Section Statement
Our mission for the 2019-2020 year is to build and maintain:

• skills that ASCE members need to best meet the demands of a 
changing marketplace and the needs of the users of civil engineering 
services; and

• public awareness of the value of civil infrastructure in daily life, 
and to provide public policy makers the support necessary to pass 
legislation necessary to sustain the civil infrastructure that supports 
our economy and quality of life.
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Keynote	Speaker
Beth Dutton

Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority

Chairperson
Patrick Sullivan, P.E.

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

Deputy	Chairperson
Alma Rettinger, P.E.

McKim & Creed

Event	Program	and	Signage	Design
Tara Kirkman 

GAI Consultants

Name	Tags
Alma Rettinger, P.E.

McKim & Creed

Photographer
Emily McElroy

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

Special Thanks

Thank you for attending the 2019 Fall Kickoff and Life Member 
Recognition Banquet – and for supporting ASCE Pittsburgh!



PITTSBURGH SECTION
a better world by design

Diversity	Minute:

“Inclusion is not a matter of political correctness. 
It is the key to growth.”
—	Jesse	Jackson,	Politician	and	Civil	Rights	Activist


