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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, February 19th, 2014 3:30 PM
Carnegie Mellon University
Porter Hall, Room A7E (map provided)

Chair:  Jonathan Shimko
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Greg Scott
Treasurer:  Tim Brett
Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees: Adam, Christine, Djuna, Fiona, Jonathan, Kemal, Liwei,  Matt, Negin, Nur, Sina, Tom, Ye, YMF representative 

1. Approval of January Meeting Minutes
MINUTES

Jonathan made a motion to approve January meeting minutes. Liwei seconded the motion with no objection. Motion passed. January meeting minutes approved.
2. Treasurer’s Report 
MINUTES

Account balance: over $5000. The account has been transferred to Tim. Tim has now got full control of the account. Expenses/reimbursements: need to pay deposit for Phipps reservation; need to pay Jonathan $100 (approx.) for a previous meeting; need to pay Tom $130 for council weekend; need to pay U Pitt student chapter $500 seed money (ASCE Pittsburgh will reimburse EWRI Pittsburgh for the seed money). 
3. Vice Chair Position

MINUTES

Greg Scott has agreed to take the Vice Chair position.
4. Dinner Events

· Leaking Sewer Case Study - February 7th Recap
MINUTES
Number of attendees: 36. The event was fantastic. Kemal: should keep organizing lunch events like this in the future. Tim will prepare a summary of the event with help from Jonathan. Tom will follow up with Tim and put the summary onto the website. 
5. Annual Sustainability Conference (Date Change – March 27th)

Water-Energy Nexus


Venue:  Phipps Conservatory


Keynote Speaker:
Mayor William Peduto

a. Topics/Speakers –

i. Program Development Action Items

1. Updated Flier

2. Final commitments

MINUTES
Number of attendees: Matt has a minimum of 50 people. We need to give Phipps a rough number of attendees one week before the event (exact number of attendees is required two days before the event). Therefore, online registration will be open until two days before the event.

Registration cost: ASCE members--$85; non-members--$100; student--$25

Matt: Confirmed a speaker--Karen Crofton, who is a principle at Rocky Mountain Institute.
b. Sponsors
i. Sponsorship Letter
c. Additional Considerations
i. Poster Session (during breaks)

ii. Phipps Tour

iii. Registration (name tags, sign-in, etc…)

MINUTES
Typo in agenda: GWC competition update should be between 9:15 am and 9:25 am. 

9:25 am to 10:15 am:  GWC discussion time; 10:15 am to 10:45 am: Mr. Pinero talk.
Tom: good to have descriptions of the green workplace challenge. Matt will send the descriptions of the green workplace challenge to the EWRI group.

Media coverage: Matt: send event description to media one month before the start date of the event, and send event update to media one day before the event. Good to put together quotes from speakers for press release.
Conference should have key messages and the key messages should be reflected in media coverage.

Kemal: prepare a 2-3 page description of the conference and the description can be placed on the EWRI website. 
Tom: need to ask for bio (with pictures), quote and short descriptions of presentations from speakers. Point-of-contacts should send bios and presentation descriptions of corresponding speakers to Tom. Djuna will help Tom.
Speaker on MFC: Kemal will contact Bruce Logan; if he cannot come, Liwei and Djuna can contact alternatives (e.g., Kelvin Gregory at CMU). 

Flyer: need to add Sustainability Pittsburgh logo (Tom will do that); after change, the flyer and the agenda can be sent to sponsors. 

Tim needs to know how many posters can be hung, and if Phipps has the stuff to hang the posters (i.e., pins and backings). Jonathan will send an e-mail to Tim. 
Green workplace challenge registration will be handled by Matt. 

Matt: propose to have $85 for members and $100 for non-members.

Quote from Bill Peduto: Jonathan will send an e-mail to Greg and ask Greg to get his quote. 

Phipps does not have the capacity to accommodate too many students. Jonathan will send an e-mail to Tim to ask him to check the venue size. If a large venue is needed, we can reserve the Indian room at Phipps. 

6. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

MINUTES
EWRI CMU had a seminar about natural gas on 02/19/2014.
Speaker of the seminar: Mr. James Bright from IPS Engineering

Coming social event: Karaoke night (02/20/2014)
Another seminar (02/28/2014): Household wastewater treatment and storage in Ghana 

04/24/2014: social networking event at Carnegie Museum of Natural History
03/27-03/29: two to three judges are needed for a student competition organized by ASCE undergraduate student chapter at CMU. Judge time will only be a few hours. Negin will send Liwei the contact information of the organizer.

EWRI CMU new website: ewricmu.com

7. Pitt Grad Student Chapter Update

MINUTES
Plan to have a workshop on software use (HEC-HMS and HEC-RAS) on March 29th, 2014.
The chapter has advertised the sustainability conference to U Pitt students. 

The chapter has established connections with some undergraduate student chapters at U Pitt.

Chapter google site has been built. Link: http://sites.google.com/site/ewriupitt

Tom: can put links of the two chapters on EWRI Pittsburgh website.
Both chapters can send a report about events in the past month to Jonathan and Jonathan can present the reports in coming ASCE monthly meeting (first Thursday each month). Next meeting: March 6th in ESWP. Meeting start time: 7:30 am. 
8. Other Items/New Business

a. EWRI Congress – June 1-5 (Portland, OR)

i. Chapter/Section Support 
MINUTES
Negin requests travel support from EWRI Pittsburgh (partial coverage of traveling expenses).

Greg Scott will go to the congress. 

b. ASCE Newsletter/Website Updates
c. Membership/Participation

i. Young Members Forum (EWRI Representative)
ii. UPJ

iii. Other opportunities?

d. ASCE Awards Banquet (February 22nd)
MINUTES
YMF introduction: Any ASCE member can apply for membership, but only members younger than 35 can apply for national awards. Meeting time: first Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm.

YMF election coming: nomination due Feb 28.

Interesting events: Dodge ball competition.
9. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
MINUTES
Meeting location for March – U Pitt
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