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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, March 19, 2013 3:30 PM
Hatch Mott MacDonald, Inc.
1600 W. Carson Street, Pittsburgh, PA 

Chair:  Tim Brett
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Jonathan Shimko
Treasurer:  Kyle Plummer

Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Call-In Number:  1-888-706-0584
Access Code:  8798343
Meeting attendees: Tom Batroney, Tim Brett, Matt Mehalik, Kemal Niksic, Jonathan Shimko, Liwei Zhang 

1. Approval of February meeting minutes
Minutes
Jonathon made a motion to approve February meeting minutes. Liwei seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. February meeting minutes approved.
2. Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes
Currently the balance in account is XXXX.
Matt: needs an invoice of the sustainability conference. Without the invoice, no check can be issued.

3. Dinner Events

· UPJ event Fall 2013 (Kyle) 
Minutes
No updates available for the UPJ event 
· TMDL/Water Quality event (Tim) – Thursday, April 18, 5:30 PM at ESWP.
Minutes
Tim: has got the confirmation from the speaker at DEP

A buffet-style dinner is preferred. Tim will send an email to Melissa to put this information in the email blast

Liwei: will send the flyer to students to register

Potential audience: people from YMF, Three-river, and PMAA. It is good to send e-mails to these organizations. 

Name tag holders for the last sustainability conference will be re-used for this dinner event. Tim will work with Jessica to get name tags printed.
Price: $10 for students, $40 for ASCE members and $55 for non-members. It is good to check potential sponsors. Currently, Hatch and Lennon, Smith, Souleret Engineering, Inc. have agreed to be sponsors.
· Water Treatment (Kemal) – June ??
· PAWC upgrades

· Hatch Mott pilot study

· PWSA

· Central Pa Nitrate Removal

Minutes
No updates available for the water treatment event 

Air Quality (Jerry) [Move the event to the middle of June]
· GASP

· EPA

Minutes
Jerry: has not heard anything back from the speaker; will keep trying to reach the speaker.
Tim: good to reach speakers in industrial and consulting companies.
Kemal: air quality is an important topic and the topic is interesting to most EWRI members. It will be good to successfully host this event in June. 
· Wet Weather Overflow Disinfection [move to the Fall] (Greg Scott or others??)

Minutes
No updates available for the water treatment event 

4. Annual Sustainability Conference – January 2014
a. Sponsors (make event free??)
ALCOA

Minutes
ALCOA can be a potential sponsor for the conference. Kemal talked with the person in charge of marketing in ALCOA Pittsburgh. She is positive on providing the meeting venue (The Cafeteria) to us for free. Kemal will follow up with her to provide more information.
Matt: the venue is a very good place to have the conference. The parking garage is just one block away.
b. Ideas

Stormwater

Energy
Water Energy Nexus?? 
Minutes
Water Energy Nexus will be the theme of the conference.
Matt: Water Economy Network is working together a plan on water energy nexus. It is good to talk with the Water Economy Network person who is working on this plan. Matt can provide contact information of this person if anyone would like to get in touch with this person.
Matt: the membership fee is $5,000/year for companies to join Water Economy Network. 
Agenda of the conference: one kick-off speaker in the morning; two sessions in the morning and two more sessions in the afternoon. 
Kemal: good to invite high-level speakers using money saved from meeting location reservation; it is good to have a green infrastructure competition.
Kemal: should get a list of topics
Jonathon: better to send an email to the whole group to collect ideas 

Liwei will send an e-mail to the whole group to collect more ideas for the conference. EWRI members can go ahead to contact potential speakers who are suitable to talk about topics listed below. 
· Sustainable solution to Water-energy cycle 

· Reuse of wastewater as cooling water for power plant

· Water and energy in natural gas exploration

· Energy use and assessment in WWTPs. 
· Gas production from digestion

· Heat collection from sewers 

· Efficient use of water 

· Roles of different energy sources (coal, solar, wind, etc) in water industry
· Green power and life cycle analysis on green power

· Best use for different types of water (e.g., greywater can be used for toilet flushing and car wash, and drinking water can be used for body wash and cooking)

· Energy use in desalination [Big scale desalination plant; small scale— Epiphany Solar Distillation]
5. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes
The CMU chapter hosted a networking dinner at CMU on February 27. Kemal and Jonathon came to the dinner and talked with students about career choice, job market and qualifications needed to be a successful civil engineer. About 20 students attended the dinner. Students gave very good feedback on this event and they wish the CMU chapter can host similar events in the future. 
The CMU chapter plans to host an air pollution control seminar in the middle of April. The chapter seeks speakers working at consulting or industrial firms. Kemal: will help contact speakers. 

6. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
April 23, 2013 @ 3:30 PM at Tetra Tech
May 21, 2013 (EWRI Congress) @ 3:30 at ??

Minutes
The meeting in May is in conflict with EWRI congress. The meeting will be moved to May 28.
