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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday, February 19, 2013 3:30 PM
Gannett Fleming, Inc.
Foster Plaza, Pittsburgh, PA 

Chair:  Tim Brett
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Jonathan Shimko
Treasurer:  Kyle Plummer

Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees: Tom Batroney, Bob Dengler, Matt Mehalik, Kemal Niksic, Kyle Plummer, Karen Riley, Jerry Swart, Jonathan Shimko, Liwei Zhang
1. Approval of January meeting minutes
Minutes
Tom made a motion to approve January meeting minutes. Liwei seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. January meeting minutes approved.
2. Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes

The balance was around $4100.

3. Engineers Week – Volunteers for Saturday at Carnegie Science Center.  Still looking for 2-4 time slot on Saturday.

Minutes

Kemal confirmed that there have been enough volunteers for the event.
4. ASCE Section Awards – Banquet is Saturday, February 23, 2013 @ 5:00 PM at ESWP
Minutes

Kemal will come to the banquet. Jonathon and Tom cannot make it. The presentation of the guest speaker is about green building, and Tim will receive the Young Engineer Award. 
5. Dinner Events

· UPJ event (Kyle)

Minutes

No update of the UPJ event. Fall 2013 may be a good time for this event. May also cooperate with YMF to host this event
· TMDL/Water Quality event (Tim) - April
· Event confirmed for Thursday, April 18 at ESWP.  See attached Save the Date Flyer.  Would like to send out after today’s meeting.
Minutes

Matt looked through the flyer and sent some minor revision suggestions to Tim.
Karen suggested: 1) add CEU/PDH information into the flyer; 2) add parking information into the flyer. 
Kemal: parking information can be included in an e-mail write-up.

Bob: need to confirm with ESWP that the location has been reserved.  
· Water Treatment (Kemal) – June ??
· PAWC upgrades

· Hatch Mott pilot study

· PWSA

· Central Pa Nitrate Removal

Minutes

Kemal contacted AWWA and is now waiting for their response. Kemal also suggested that the meeting can be moved to April or May.
· Air Quality (Jerry)
· GASP

· EPA

Minutes
Jerry reached the Dean of Air Quality Division of DEP. Goal: inviting him to talk about the brief project of natural gas emission from fracturing and gas drilling. Need to follow up. 

Matt: There are many hot topics in the air field. There is a need to figure out what issue needs to be addressed, then we can reach out to the right speakers.

Matt: Measurement of natural gas emission is necessary but now it is not required by the regulations. Methane is a greenhouse gas and should have been regulated by EPA.  

Matt: DEP in PA is currently giving drilling permits. However, air pollution caused by gas drilling is regulated by federal Clean Air Act.
6. Annual Sustainability Conference

a. Did anyone submit Matt’s write up to Karl to place in newsletter?

Minutes
Kemal has submitted that to Karl.

b. Last meeting decided to move 2013 conference to January 2014.  Need to start thinking about ideas.


Possible topics:

· New technologies in water industry (Tom);

· Rain infrastructure (Kemal)

· Hydraulic fracturing (Liwei)

· Making regulations to regulate new building construction and re-development (Jonathon) 

Minutes
There is a need to decide the format of the conference (e.g., group discussion or presentation + questions)
Jonathon: The format is important, but to keep registration fee low and to find interesting topics are more important.

Two main topics may be covered in the conference: stormwater and energy. Matt: energy issue will attract more audience

Stormwater:

Kemal: Quality of stormwater, treatment of stormwater, green stormwater infrastructure, and design of stormwater facilities based on GIS info can be good topics. University of Pittsburgh has research group on stormwater infrastructure improvement.    
Jerry: design of stormwater treatment sites
Matt: The director of Sustainability Pittsburgh participated in round-table meetings about stormwater management.

Energy:

Karen: find a person to talk about the roles of different energy sources (coal, solar, wind, etc); recycling materials (e.g., concrete, steel, glass and plastics) is a good topic; invite speaker from Marcellus Shale coalition and reach Marcellus Shale coalition for sponsorship; need to avoid topic overlapping with ASCE conference in summer 2014
Bob: energy use in wastewater plants is a big topic 
Matt: potential topics: green coal; green power reliability; life cycle analysis (LCA) on wind power; solar panel; climate change (can invite speaker from EPA); correlation between hurricane Sandy and climate change 

Jonathon: begin to reach speakers and begin to develop an agenda for the sustainability conference in the next meeting

Conference will be held in Jan, 2014. Need to attract people from Ohio, WV, and central PA (e.g., Penn State).
7. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes
As discussed in the last meeting, we plan to host a social networking dinner at Carnegie Mellon on Feb 27 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. The goal to have this networking dinner is to help students in Civil and Environmental Engineering Department get the chance to communicate with professionals, and professionals can also find potential candidates for open positions in their companies. 
Tim, Kemal and Jonathon have confirmed to attend the dinner.
8. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
March 19, 2013 @ 3:30 PM at ??

April 23, 2013 @ 3:30 PM at ??

Minutes
Tom went to San Diego to attend the EWRI conference. Tom got a chance to communicate with people from EWRI national and other EWRI chapters.
Some suggestions from Tom: 
1) Attract more people from public sector (e.g., NPO, municipality engineers) to our group;  

2) Host one-day training courses 

Communications between EWRI and YMF

Kyle talked with the President of YMF about having a presentation on EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter at an YMF meeting. YMF only allows 5-10 minutes talk about EWRI; not likely to have a half-hour presentation at an YMF meeting.
Kemal: YMF should allocate more time for the EWRI presentation

Liwei: It is good to invite YMF members to our meeting. Liwei can ask Aileen Craig to send out an e-mail invitation to YMF members. 
2014 ASCE conference 
The ASCE shale gas conference will be held in summer 2014 and Kemal will be the chair of the conference. Kemal wishes to have more air persons attending the conference, and Kemal requests Jerry to reach these persons. Kemal will send out updates of the conference to EWRI members.  

Future meeting times and locations
March 19: Hatch Mott 
April 23: TetraTech
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