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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, October 22, 2013 3:30 PM
Bar Louie – Station Square
240 W. Station Square Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Chair:  Jonathan Shimko
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Vacant

Treasurer:  Tim Brett
Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees: Adam, Alex, Christine, Jonathan, Kemal, Liwei, Negin, Steve, Tim  

1. Approval of September Meeting Minutes
Minutes
Tim made a motion to approve September meeting minutes. Jonathan seconded the motion with no objection. Motion passed. September meeting minutes approved.  

2. Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes

Current balance in EWRI account is $5120.12. Tim will work with Bob Dengler at ASCE Pittsburgh to transfer the account from Kyle to Tim. 
3. Vice Chair Position

Minutes

Jonathan advocated the position to all meeting attendees. Qualified candidate may need to have the commitment to stay in EWRI Pittsburgh for 4 years (2 years Vice Chair + 2 years Chair). 

4. Dinner Events

· Water Treatment
· Wet Weather Overflow Disinfection
· GIS Topic 
Minutes

Erie plans to build a 6 MGD membrane water treatment plant, and the plant will be the 2nd largest membrane water treatment plant in North America. It will be good to organize a tour to Erie next Spring (or Fall) and to connect with ASCE people there.  
A professor at U Pitt published his work on ES&T about eutrophication at Nine Mile Run watershed--a good topic for a dinner event.
Invite people from PADEP to have a workshop in Fall 2014.
Have the CSO event in March 2014.
5. Annual Sustainability Conference


Water-Energy Nexus


January 23rd at Phipps Conservatory


Keynote Speaker:
Councilman William Peduto

a. Topics/Speakers –

i. Biologic Fuel Cells - Dr. Bruce Logan 
ii. Dr. Alexander Hakala from NETL—topic TBD

iii. Heat Recovery - Philadelphia Water Department?

iv. ACEEE - ?

v. Others…?

b. Sponsors/Vendors – 

i. Vendor Participation

ii. Traditional Sponsors (GAI, HMM, AECOM, etc…)

c. Additional Considerations
Minutes

Mr. Peduto will talk about water and energy in local perspective.
NETL speaker: Liwei has reached the director (Mr. George Guthrie) in charge of geology and environment-related research at NETL. Mr. Guthrie will consider the invitation.

Formal invitation and agenda need to be prepared and sent to speakers. It is necessary to have a special board meeting to write up the invitation and the agenda. Tim will be in charge of agenda write-up. The agenda needs to be ready by mid-November.  

EWRI Pittsburgh will reimburse the lodging cost for Prof. Bruce Logan. 

Kemal: Have got confirmation from people in Philadelphia working on energy recovery from sewer.    

Sponsorship target: AquaTech, Violea, Siemens, GE, etc. Jonathan will be in charge of sponsorship. Registration fee is dependent on how much money we can get from sponsors. Student registration fee will be as low as possible. 

Student poster session: Poster set-up during speeches; students will talk about their posters in break/lunch time. U Pitt and CMU chapters are in charge of organizing the poster session. Jonathan will send the flyer of the conference to Negin Ashoori at CMU and Sina Arjmand at U Pitt, and the flyer can be distributed to students who may have interest.  

Plan to have a tour in Phipps Conservatory to look at energy and water saving facilities after the conference.
6. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes

October 25th--Alcosan WWTP field trip
--video 
7. Pitt Grad Student Chapter Update

8. Other Items/New Business

a. ASCE Newsletter (September 2013)
b. Membership/Participation

i. Young Members Forum

ii. UPJ

iii. Other opportunities?

c. ASCE Section Website Updates
9. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
Minutes

All voting members approve to purchase drinks and food using funds from EWRI account.
EWRI Pittsburgh is committed to help Kemal organize the ASCE Shale Energy Engineering Conference in June 2014. Many staff positions in the conference (e.g., session chairs, moderators, etc.) are still open for applications. 
Meeting time and location (tentative): November 26th from 3:30 to 5:00 pm at U Pitt.
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