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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, January 31, 2013 3:30 PM
Bar Louie
Station Square, Pittsburgh, PA 

Chair:  Tim Brett
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  vacant
Treasurer:  Kyle Plummer

Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees:  Kyle, Kemal, Tom, Jonathon, Liwei, Aileen, Sai

1. Approval of November meeting minutes
Minutes

Tom made a motion to approve November meeting minutes. Kyle seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. November meeting minutes approved.
2. Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes

There was no balance change last month. 
3. Vice Chair position
Minutes

Tom made a motion to select Jonathon to be the Vice Chair. Liwei seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. Jonathon was selected as the Vice Chair. Kemal will review the constitution of the EWRI chapter and let Jonathon know the responsibilities of the Vice Chair.
4. ASCE Section Awards – Banquet is Saturday, February 23, 2013 @ 5:00 PM at ESWP 
a. Civil Engineer of the Year – Andrew Herrmann
b. Young Civil Engineer of the Year – Timothy Brett
c. Project of the Year – North Shore Connector Project
d. Professor of the Year – Dr. Tony Iannacchione

e. Employer Recognition Award – AECOM

f. Journalism Award – Len Boselovic

g. Government Engineer of the Year – Tim Prevost
h. Award of Merit (Project) – Mon/Fayette Expressway Phase II Project

i. Award of Merit (Program) – ALCOSAN Scholastic Outreach Program

j. Michael A Gross Meritorious Service to the Pittsburgh Section – Karl Sieg
Minutes

Liwei will send the information of this event to EWRI members at CMU. Kemal will send an e-mail to Prof. Dave Dzombak at CMU to congratulate him for getting the ASCE national award. 
5. Dinner Events

· UPJ event (Kyle) 
Minutes

No update of this event.
· TMDL/Water Quality event (Tim)

· Waiting to hear back from PaDEP.  I’ve reach out to several contacts but haven’t been getting any movement.  Tony Igwe is confirmed as a backup speaker.  Looking to hold event mid March.
Minutes

Kemal: The speaker from EPA rejected the invitation to attend the TMDL event. There is a need to find new people to speak in the event. There is also a need to start formulating the event. 

· Water Treatment (Kemal) May be mid-April
· PAWC upgrades

· Hatch Mott pilot study

· PWSA

· Central Pa Nitrate Removal

Minutes

To avoid time conflict with other events, Kemal will e-mail other ASCE chapters to coordinate event times.  

· Air Quality (Jerry) No update early May or Early June
· GASP

· EPA

6. Annual Sustainability Conference

a. Did anyone submit Matt’s write up to Karl to place in newsletter?

Minutes

Kemal submitted Matt’s write up to Karl. The write-up will be available in the newsletter next month.

b. Is it ok to have Melissa post to website?

Minutes

It will be a good idea. Kemal proposes to find a new webmaster for the Facebook page and LinkedIn page of EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter. Tom will be glad to be the webmaster. Kemal will add the responsibilities of the webmaster into the constitution.
c. Last meeting decided to move 2013 conference to January 2014.  Need to start thinking about ideas.

Minutes

Tom: Free-of-charge will attract more audience. To waive registration fee, there is a need to find sponsors. ALCOA is a potential sponsor. Tom will send an e-mail to all group members to ask for ideas.
Possible topics:

New technologies in water industry (Tom);

Rain infrastructure (Kemal)

Hydraulic fracturing (Liwei)

Making regulations to regulate new building construction and re-development (Jonathon) 

7. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes

The chapter hosted a seminar on Marcellus shale flow back water treatment on January 24 at CMU campus. The chapter invited Mr. Jason de Wolfe, team lead of surface land and water for Talisman Energy USA in Pittsburgh, and Prof. Kelvin Gregory, associate professor of Carnegie Mellon University, to come to the seminar and give speeches. This event was also advertised to U Pitt. Professionals and students from both CMU and U Pitt attended the seminar. 

The chapter plans to host a social networking dinner event at CMU campus on February 27. The chapter plans to invite 4-5 professionals to CMU campus, so the students can get the chance to communicate with professionals. The EWRI Grad Chapter at CMU will pay all the costs (funding from CEE Department at CMU). Liwei will send out the invitation to all members of EWRI Pittsburgh chapter via e-mail.    
8. ASCE PGH Section Website

a. Meeting notes and agendas have been posted to the website.

b. Flyer from annual sustainability conference was posted.  Need to add Matt’s write up and photos

9. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
February 19, 2013 @ 3:30 PM at ??

March 19, 2013 @ 3:30 PM at ??

Minutes
Kemal: There will be an international conference on hydraulic fracturing in Pittsburgh in May, 2014. Kemal will be the chair of the conference. It is necessary to be clear about EWRI’s role and responsibilities in this conference. Kemal will consult with Jonathon about ideas of organizing the conference. 
Tom made a motion to pay the cost of drinks and snacks by EWRI money. Liwei seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
There will be an YMF general body meeting on Feb 5 in Strip District.    Aileen will go to this meeting and announce the social networking dinner info to YMF members there. Kemal suggests improving the communication between EWRI and YMF, and Aileen can be a good person to do that. 

The next meeting location will be Gannett Fleming, Inc on February 19, 2013 @ 3:30 PM.
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