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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING AGENDA (Meeting Minutes)
Thursday, July 26, 2012 at 3:45 PM
Bar Louie – Station Square
Pittsburgh, PA  15222

Chair:  Tim Brett
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Josef Argenio

Treasurer:  Kyle Plummer

Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Other Voting Board Members:  

1. Approval of June meeting minutes
Minutes

Tom made a motion to approve June meeting minutes. Kyle seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. June meeting minutes approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report 
3. Sustainability Conference Focus - “Smart Investment in our Region’s Valuable Infrastructure”

· Report on Meeting with Gateway Clipper – Empress booked for Friday October 12.

· Confirmed Speakers:

· Keynote – Colonel Graham (Kemal)

· Water Consortium – Jeanne VanBriesen (Matt)

· Asset Management – System Owner; John Riley (MTMA)

· Speakers in the Works:

· Asset Management
· EPA CUPPS (Tom)

· West Virginia Case Study (Greg) 
· Private Entity (Tim)

· Financial (Jason)

Minutes

Jeanne and Sonia Brubaker from EPA CUPPS are confirmed to be speakers.
Greg will contact people in West Virginia for the success story case study. No speaker is confirmed at current stage. Greg is not placed in the e-mail chain and Josef will contact Tim to solve the problem. Tom suggests a potential topic for the case study: ASCE score card for asset management in West Virginia
No speaker from private entity is confirmed. Updates are needed.

No speaker from financial sector is confirmed. Updates are needed.

· Other Speakers???
· John Riley (Debbie) 

· Werner Loehlein (Josef)

Minutes

The topic of John Riley’s presentation needs to be decided. Debbie: 20-year plan on sewer upgrade can be a potential topic  

A meeting attendee, Ruohao Shen, suggests a potential speaker named Ann Lewis, who is the Head of Steel Valley Committee of Governments. Ann Lewis works on re-development of brownfields, so she may talk about something related to that. She can be assigned as a speaker in asset management section. More communications are needed.
Detailed schedule of the conference needs to be developed and dams and locks tour time needs to be fit in the schedule. 

· At ASCE Strategic Meeting EWRI was approached by Transportation & Development Institute about including them in Sustainability Conference since Locks and Dams will be discussed.  They are a new Institute and would benefit from being involved.

Minutes

Josef supports the idea to get partnership with Transportation & Development Institute to host the sustainability conference. Tom will do a research on the new institute and figure out on what level the new institute can be involved. 

4. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes

No event was held last month, as the school is on summer time and few students are on campus

CMU Grad Student Chapter will invite Tom to give a half-hour talk at the annual orientation event of the chapter. The talk is expected to focus on the benefits for new students to join EWRI. Time and location will be decided later.
Jonathan will check with Aquetec to see whether there is a chance for students at CMU to have a tour at a pilot flowback water treatment plant. 

5. Dinner Events

· Do we want to hold a dinner event before the Sustainability Conference in October?? Tim has speakers lined up for TMDL/Water Quality discussion.  Just need to know if we want to hold this in September or wait until December.
· Send letter to PaDEP voicing displeasure with reluctance to speak.  (Tim to draft)
Minutes

Dinner event to be held in December; did not discuss about sending a letter to PaDEP as Tim was absent at the meeting. The tone of our proposed letter to DEP needs to be revised to express our interest in having them speak in the future.  

· Other Events
· Stormwater (Jason)

Minutes

The plan to hold a stormwater event at UPJ, Johnstown was discussed. The event can be held in November. Potential topics: rehabilitate sewer, Marcellus Shale.

Possible contact for sponsorship: LR Kimball has a dominant office at Johnstown; can also reach out professional engineering associations at Johnstown. Kyle will get contact with those local groups.
· Green Infrastructure

· Storm Water Utilities

· Water Treatment
· PaAmerican Water Upgrades??

Minutes

Josef: proposes to find a water guy from Hatch Mott to give talk about pilot study.
Potential topics: treatment of disinfection byproduct; trihalomethanes in distribution system in PWSA. Dr. Vidic was involved with PWSA in this topic.
· Low Waste Nitrate Removal System in Central PA??
· Air Quality
Minutes

Sean: will contact people at GASP as people there may have interest in giving talks
Tom: will try to find someone in EPA

6. EWRI Congress application

Minutes
Kemal is in charge of the application. No updates on this issue are available as Kemal was absent at the meeting.
7. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
Minutes
Kyle made a motion to cover the drink and food cost at the meeting using EWRI funding. Tom seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. The total cost: $ 56.62
Kyle received a void $ 500 check for the collection event from GAI. Jonathan will talk with corresponding people to re-issue a check and give it to Kyle. 

Need to find motivated students at Pitt to establish new student chapter at Pitt and one professor at Pitt to be the advisor of the chapter

Next meeting will be hosted at CMU on August 21; GAI will host September meeting
