
ASCE Releases American Infrastructure Report Card
This is the Report Card our elected state and federal lawmakers are bringing 
home to Americans. The same lawmakers we elected to office last 
November and two years before.

See it for yourself and learn more at www.infrastructurereportcard.org.

The American Society of Civil Engineers is committed to protecting the 
health, safety, and welfare of the public, and as such, are equally committed 
to improving the nation’s public infrastructure. To achieve that goal, the 
Report Card depicts the condition and performance of the nation’s 
infrastructure in the familiar form of a school report card—assigning letter 
grades that are based on physical condition and necessary monetary
investments for improvement.

We compliment Pennsylvania US Senators Bob Casey and Pat Toomey for 
working together to transfer funding from lower priority federal programs to the 
inland waterways system, including southwestern Pennsylvania’s system of 
locks and dams.  Both have acknowledged that the deteriorating condition of the 
Pennsylvania lock and dam system, and those across the country, is a threat to 
the national and regional economy and Pennsylvania’s ability to compete with 
other states as eroding conditions impede the movement of freight.  “Fixing 
southwestern Pennsylvania’s locks and dams is critical to creating jobs and 
boosting the region’s economy,” Casey said.  Toomey said “Congress needs to 
act, cut through the red tape, and consider measures to responsibly fund locks, 
dams and infrastructure for waterways in a timely fashion. We should have the 
flexibility to transfer funds from programs that are less urgent and work for the 

restoration of our locks and dams.” The Casey proposal is to adjust the 1995 20¢ per gallon on marine fuel by 9 of the 
14 cents necessary to adjust for inflation.  To avoid re-arguing the matter in the future, and freeing our Senators for 
other important work, an additional 2¢ per year for 5 years and then an inflation escalator is also recommended.  
But supporting and sponsoring legislation is insufficient.  The lawmakers must get over 50% of their colleagues in the
House and Senate to vote for it. They have our support.  They need your support.  Call or write them. NOW.

The PA General Assembly reconvenes on April 8. The Departmental Budget Hearings are over
and now it is time to get down to business. Senate Transportation Chairman John Rafferty, Jr.

has stated that he will be introducing the Transportation Funding Bill in the 
Senate in early April.  The Senate has declared that it intends to increase the 
Governor's proposal to fund $1.8 billion out of the $3.5 billion funding gap to 
a possible $2.5 billion or $2.8 billion.  The fate of such a bill is still uncertain
in the House of Representatives. However, since the House has passed the 
liquor privatization to the Senate, the issue that was obstructing the entire 
House and preventing any other issue from coming to a vote is now gone.

The 2013 Report Card is out. Now is the time for Action. It is time for our 
elected state and federal officials to accept their fiduciary responsibility to 
steward the nation’s assets, and respect those before who sacrificed so much to give us the 
infrastructure that sustains our economy and quality of life. Contact your representatives and 
senators. Find them at www.legis.state.pa.us, www.house.gov, www.senate.gov.
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House Majority 
Leader Mike 
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Bob Casey Pat Toomey
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Pittsburgh Section Opportunities to Learn and Network 
Maintain technical proficiency and current knowledge, and learn what other members, 
companies, organizations, and lawmakers are doing.  Mark your calendars now.
Member prices extend to non-member spouses or one guest of member, except as noted by ‘*’. 

April 9, 2013  Tuesday, Harrisburg Legislative Day 
1. Room 60, East Wing, State Capitol Building 
2. 11:00 AM 

April 18, 2013 EWRI What is a Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) Seminar  

1. ESWP 
2. 5:30 PM 
3. Speaker: Bill Brown, Chief TMDL 

Development Section, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection 

4. Contact Kyle Plummer, EIT, Gannett Fleming, 412-922-5575,
kplummer@gfnet.com

April 19, 2013 Friday,  Construction Legislative Council Meeting 
1. Master Builders Association 
2. 10:00 AM 

April 22, 2013  Last day to register to vote for 2013 Pennsylvania Primary election 

April 26, 2013  Friday, Younger Member Forum Spring Social 

May 8, 2013  Wednesday, Board of Directors Meeting 
1. ESWP 
2. 10:00 AM 

May 8, 2013  Wednesday, Past Presidents Luncheon 
1. ESWP 
2. noon 
3. Open to all new, present, and past officers and directors. 
4. RSVP required. 

May 3, 2013  Friday, Construction Legislative Council Breakfast with Lawmakers 
1. Duquesne Club – by invitation only 
2. 8:00 AM 

May 2-4, 2013 2013 Structures Congress, Pittsburgh, PA 
“Bridging Your Passion With Your Profession”

1. David Lawrence Convention Center 
2. for information and to register, go to www.structurescongress.org

May 14, 2013  Tuesday, Last day before the Primary Absentee Ballot Application shall 
be received in the office of the County Board of Elections at any time prior to 5:00 pm 

May 14, 2013  Tuesday, Construction Legislative Day in Harrisburg 

May 21, 2013  Tuesday, Municipal (Local and County) Primary Election Day 
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Register online today: 
http://content.asce.org/conferences/structures2013/registration.html

HIGHLIGHTS!

AWARDS LUNCHEON and KEYNOTE SPEAKER –
Join your colleagues for the Luncheon to honor outstanding 
professionals and students, and hear Past ASCE President
Andrew W. Herrmann, P.E., SECB, F.SEI, F.ASCE, Principal, 
Hardesty & Hanover, give an enlightening talk explaining the 
2013 Report Card on American Infrastructure, the grades and 
conditions of infrastructure, solutions to raise the grades, and 
advocate for investment in sustainable infrastructure. 
Space is limited so register today.

WELCOME RECEPTION IN EXHIBIT HALL - Join your fellow 
engineers and network with them over cocktails and appetizers. 
A great opportunity to make connections!

CASE SPRING RISK MANAGEMENT CONVOCATION – On 
Friday, attend the CASE breakfast, then sit in on these sessions to 
learn about improving the practice of structural engineering by 
reducing the frequency and severity of claims.

ATTEND THE FRIDAY NIGHT RECEPTION AND DISCOVER 
HISTORY! - Attendees will take a two minute walk to the Heinz 
Museum to see lots of history while enjoying music, delicious hors 
d'oeuvres and drinks.

CLOSING SESSION - NASA Mars Science Laboratory (MSL) 
propulsion engineer Todd Barber will discuss the challenges and 
triumphs involved in Curiosity's 352 million mile, 8.5 month mission 
to the red planet.  During this session, you will also enjoy seeing 
the "Best of the Best" winners and prize drawings announced.

The Structural Engineering Institute (SEI) of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), 
invites you to the Structures 2013 Congress! 
The focus of this highly regarded specialty conference is "Bridging Your Passion with Your 
Profession." 
Join us from May 2-4, 2013, at the Westin Convention Center. The Structures 2013 Congress 
will offer information from research and practice in more than 100 technical sessions.

Brian Leshko, PE , HDR, (412) 497-6218, brian.leshko@hdrinc.com, & Jonathan McHugh, PE,
Gannett Fleming (412) 922-5575, jmchugh@GFNET.com, Conference Co-Chairs

Additional Details

Westin Convention Center 
Pittsburgh Hotel:
Be sure to make your 
reservation before April 9 to 
get the conference discount.

Special Registration 
opportunities for Corporations. 

Special Student and Young 
Professional Programs

Sponsorships and 
Exhibits: 

Sponsorships and exhibit 
booths still available. 

Thank You!  to our current 
Sponsors:

AISC
Fyfe/Fibrwrap

To EXHIBIT or SPONSOR,
contact Sean Scully at 
sscully@asce.org or 703-
295-6154
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New Leaders for Pittsburgh Section ASCE 

Vice President – Kemal Niksic, P.E. 
Kemal Niksic, 50, is completing his first term as a Director.  
Prior to his directorship, Kemal Chaired the Environmental and 
Water Resources Institute (EWRI) of the Pittsburgh Section.  
Mr. Niksic is also chairing the proposed July 2014 
International ASCE Shale Resource Technology Conference,
expected to occur in Pittsburgh.  

es.

uently 

Mr. Niksic currently heads the pumping stations and hydraulic 
structures operations division of Hatch Mott McDonald, an 
international civil engineering firm recognized for its expertise 
in underground construction.  Mr. Niksic holds his BSCE from 
Sarajevo University in Bosnia of the former Yugoslavia.  
There, Mr. Niksic’s family owned the natural gas utility, and 
during the Bosnian war Mr. Niksic worked tirelessly to repair 
damage to their system to keep natural gas flowing for heating 

and cooking during the devastation and destruction of the war. 

The ever-modest Mr. Niksic brings his sharp intellect and focus from his years of varied 
experience to the Pittsburgh section, always maximizing effectiveness of financial and 
human resources.  Mr. Niksic will continue to build on the work of his predecessors as the 
Pittsburgh Section not only builds and maintains the technical expertise of its members but 
also builds and maintains the knowledge, appreciation, value, credibility, and authority of 
ASCE and civil engineering works with the voting public. 

Kemal Niksic has expressed his enthusiasm to build upon the work of his predecessors. He 
has remarked before numerous varied groups that now is an exciting time for civil engineers.  
New technologies and new ways of doing things are emerging in our universities and being 
adopted in practical application.  ASCE provides the means for members to stay at the top of 
their field, to be the leaders both in implementing the best engineering of civil infrastructure, 
and in providing he solid technical foundation on which the public and the policy makers they 
elect can rely. 

Mr. Niksic lives in Bloomfield with his wife Mary and children Sead, and Amila. 

Director – Thomas Batroney, P.E. 
The section recognizes the excellent service Tom Batroney, 31, 
during his two years as the Chairman of the EWRI in the Pittsburgh 
Section.  An avid outdoorsmen and fisherman, Tom pursued a 
degree in environmental engineering at Wilkes University.  During 
a research assistantship he conducted numerous studies 
pertaining to infiltration stormwater best management practic
Tom completed his research and earned his master’s degree in 
water resources engineering at Villanova University.  His research 
on first flush removal from infiltration trenches was published in the 
ASCE Journal of Hydrologic Engineering and was subseq
referenced in the NRC’s 2009 report: Urban Stormwater 
Management in the United States.  

Tom current position focuses primarily on stormwater and 
wastewater collection system design and hydrologic and hydraulic 

modeling with Hatch Mott MacDonald.  He remains active with the Pittsburgh EWRI chapter 
and participates on various technical committees at the national level.   

Tom continues to dedicate his free time to environmental causes related to water resources 
issues and is active with the Nine Mile Run watershed association,.  
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Director – James Radion, P.E.
Many know Jim Radion, 31, not only as President of the 
Younger Member Forum (YMF), but also as the actor 
portraying the Wizard in the ASCE Pittsburgh Section’s civil 
engineering outreach video. He has been active in ASCE for 
several years, a noted below.

2000-2004: ASCE student Chapter:  UPJ
2007-2009: Various Committee Chair roles for Pittsburgh
ASCE YMF.

2009-2011: YMF Treasurer
2011-2012: YMF Vice President
2012-2013: YMF President

Jim has attended several ASCE leadership development 
conferences during his tenure with the YMF.

Jim is engaged as a Bridge Engineer with Gannett Fleming. Jim’s duties include 
structural inspection of bridges and tunnels for the surrounding region and nationwide. 
He also performs structural design and analysis for bridges and other structures in and 
around the Pittsburgh region.

Mr. Radion earned a Bachelor of Science degree from University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown (UPJ) and a Master of Science degree from the University of Pittsburgh.  

In addition to his professional duties, he’s an active coach for a local collegiate rugby 
club and was previously involved in the local governance board for all Western PA 
rugby.

Jim looks forward to bringing some new ideas and insight to the Board of Directors and
Pittsburgh Section leadership to better serve our members.

Director – Damon Rhodes, P.E.
Damon Rhodes, 40, is an associate / CEI group leader with 
CDM Smith, successor to Camp Dresser and McKee and 
Wilbur Smith and Associates a consulting, engineering,
construction, and operations firm.. From their local office on 
Pittsburgh’s North Shore, Mr. Rhodes is responsible for 
business development and project management activities 
associated with transportation planning, urban infrastructure, 
and construction management/inspection projects in 
Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, and Missouri. Active 
with the Association for Bridge Construction and Design, 
(ABCD), Mr. Rhodes has contributed to several of the Port 
Authority of Allegheny County projects.

Damon earned his BSCE from Lehigh University.

Mr. Rhodes is a director of the Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania (ESWP), and
is on the board of Friends of the Riverfront.

Mr. Rhodes and his wife, Ann, and their three daughters, 10-year old Emily, 7-year old
Lydia, and 5-year old Meredith live in Upper St. Clair.

“A stitch in time saves nine”
An ancient adage to remember and use, to save tax money and to raise our 

infrastructure grade.
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Increased University of Pittsburgh Student Involvement
The University of Pittsburgh ASCE student chapter has become more involved than ever before. 
After hosting the Ohio Valley Student Conference last April with great success, Pitt’s ASCE 
student chapter continued to increase its membership as well as increase involvement in chapter 
and society events. The chapter added a new Community Service Chair position to their board to 
allow the students to reach out to the local community in new ways. They joined with the CMU 
Student Chapter to volunteer at Camp Kon-O-Kwee and are worked with Habitat for Humanity 
and Seeds of Hope to organize additional events. Strong new leadership and a new faculty 

advisor, Dr. Tony Iannacchione,
have built the chapter to achieve
their goal of having over 50% of the 
Civil & Environmental Engineering 
Department at the University of 
Pittsburgh involved in ASCE. It has 
reached 140 student members and 
all members are encouraged to be
national members to experience the 
benefits of participating in this
professional society. 

The opportunity to network with 
professionals across the Civil Engineering field has been a strong influence to become active in 
ASCE. The chapter sent representatives to the ASCE Kickoff and Awards Dinners, the 
SEI/ABCD Dinner, Camp KOK, the Emsworth Lock and Dam tour, and YMF monthly meetings. 
Nine members the executive board also went to the ASCE Annual Conference in Montreal, 
Quebec this past October. Setting a record for Pitt attendance at the conference, the students 
were excited to network with students 
and professionals from across the 
country and around the world.

The nine students who attended the 
ASCE Annual Conference in Montreal, 
from left to right, Abigail Stein 
(Community Service Chair), Matt Gilfillan 
(Past President), PJ Mudar (Social Chair), 
Caitlin Mehall (President), Ryan Butler  
(Webmaster), Natalie Celmo (Vice 
President), Joseph Santorine 
(Fundraising Chair), Krista Stippelmans 
(Secretary), and Matt Huddleston 
(Membership Chair).  

In addition to the events attended last semester, the Pitt chapter organized several exciting job-
site tours in the spring, including a tour of the new dorm building on campus, a tour of the 
renovations in the Pitt engineering building, and a visit to the Flight 93 Memorial. They also 
organized a spring ski trip to Seven Springs and teams participating in Relay for Life, Pitt E-
Week, and the YMF Dodgeball Tournament. In March, they are attending the Ohio Valley 
Student Conference at Cleveland University and will have students participating in every 
competition including steel bridge, concrete canoe, environmental design, AutoCAD, and land 
surveying. Although the students don’t receive class credit for their participation on the teams, 
the regional student competitions have proven to be a great way for students to gain hands-on 
experience with organizing a team, turning conception into design, and implementing the design. 

The Concrete Canoe Team, led by Dave Roberts, Vince Scarpa, and Dylan Davis is 
determined to increase involvement within Pitt’s ASCE chapter. Their ultimate goal was to design 
an innovative and aesthetically pleasing competition display, while improving on content and 
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quality of last year’s concrete mix. This year, under the direction of Sarah Watte, they 
implemented a literal sense of the Oakland “Zoo” into their design.  They performed several trial 
mix runs and poured in the Winter semester. The team practiced their racing skills in the Spring 
semester. 

The Steel Bridge Team finished the 
design phase, and ordered the materials.  
In the welding and fabrication process,
student members learned how to weld, 
how to use metal working tools, and shop 
safety.  This year has seen a large interest 
from the sophomore class, who are taking
over from graduating captains Matt 
Gilfillan, PJ Mudar, and Matt 
Tamrowski.  The past few years have 
been close calls for the Steel Bridge 
Team, each year just missing the cutoff to 
qualify for Nationals. The goal for the 
team this year was to place in the top 

three at the Regional Competition in Cleveland and qualify for the National Steel Bridge 
Competition later in the spring. 

It has been an exciting year so far for the University of Pittsburgh! The chapter hopes to continue 
their success throughout the spring semester and pass down their leadership skills to new ASCE 
members. In February, they sent sophomore and junior student members to the Workshop for 
Student Leaders in Rhode Island. They will worked with the Civil Engineering Honors Fraternity, 
Chi Epsilon, to get the Swanson School of Engineering to advocate for the first of the two 
Professional Engineering exams, the Fundamentals of Engineering Exam (FE). They are selling 
FE review books to students of all engineering disciplines and organizing review courses to help 
the students better prepare for the exam. 

For more information about the chapter, visit www.engineering.pitt.edu/ASCE or contact
pittsburghasce@gmail.com. Be sure to check out the very first edition of their Student 
Chapter Newsletter, distributed at the end of fall semester!

From two of our early scientists and engineers:

Government is not reason; it is not eloquent -- it is force. Like fire, it is a dangerous 
servant and a fearful master." --George Washington, first U.S. president 

He that is good for making excuses, is seldom good for anything else.  —Benjamin 
Franklin
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The Newsletter is published monthly except June, July and August. Electronic copies are 
delivered to all Pittsburgh Section members. Hard copies are mailed on request to the editor.
Deadlines for all material is the first Friday of the month prior to publication. 
To change your address and to update your membership information, go to the website 
www.asce.org and select “Update Your Membership” under the “Members Only” link, or call 
(800) 548-2723 and ask for the membership department. Also contact the editor so that the 
change(s) can be made to the local database.

This will NOT update your ASCE Pittsburgh Section E-Newsletter subscription  Please 
update your E-Newsletter subscription at http://lists.asce.org/mailman/listinfo/
ascepittsburghsection. To have the E-newsletter sent to another address you must 
unsubscribe the old address and subscribe with the new address.

Disclaimer: The American Society of Civil Engineers and the Pittsburgh Section 
are not responsible for any statement made or opinion expressed in this 
publication. Editorials represent the official policy of the Pittsburgh Section.

Acting Editor: Karl Sieg, P.E.
Phone: (724) 935-2040
Email: kpspe@fyi.net
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